, , Brighton Founder Daniel F. Carmichael
"took a fancy to the place and determined
there should be a town here that would
be a credit to the splendid valley of � �
the Platte."
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Brighton�
Historic Splendid Valley

Historic Splendid Valley is a diverse agricultural
area established through a partnership with the
City of Brighton and Adams County.

Visiting the area, one passes rows of cabbage,
corn, onions, and more; bustling berry patches
offering u-pick opportunities; beehives buzzing
on open space properties; and farm stands
offering seasonal produce and local products. All
of these activities take place against the back
drop of the snow-capped Rocky Mountains, with
the South Platte River flowing alongside.
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The District Plan

The District Plan was developed through a
partnership between Adams County and
the City of Brighton to preserve farmland
and heritage, encourage local food
production, and promote agri-tourism.
The Plan's focus area is outlined below.
The Historic Splendid Valley brand was
developed to encompass the larger
south Brighton agricultural area.

Hattendorf Farm - Farmland Preservation

The Hattendorf Family has been an agricultural
institution in the Brighton area since the early
1900's.

group of people coming to Brighton from New
York City. They saw these onions growing in the
field and purchased the entire crop on the spot.

In 1906, August Hattendorf purchased 40 acres of
land in Brighton, devoting his time and attention to
its cultivation and improvement. August and his
wife, Elizabeth, had five children: George, Cecil,
Albert, Rose and John. August was well known in
the community as an enterprising agriculturist
achieving success by determination and effort.

In the early 1950s, Albert also acquired additional
acreage which included 40 acres at 144th and
Sable where he built the family home on the
corner. This increased the total acreage of the
farm to 160 acres. When Albert finally retired
from farming, he bagan to sell off some parcels of
land.

In 1929, Albert Hattendorf took over the farm.
Weather challenges over the first three years of
Albert's ownership resulted in the fields being hailed
out despite a great effort to get the crops grown
and to market. However, the fourth year yielded
sugar beets for Great Western Sugar Co., green
beans for Kuner Empson Co and onions to market.
Albert's passion was cultivating onions. He worked
closely with Colorado State University (CSU) to
perfect and trademark a softball size sweet onion
called "Sweet Lassie." In the 1950's these onions
were advertised with help from CSU, resulting in a
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In 2018, Bob Hattendorf and Anne Anderson,
children of Albert and Elizabeth, decided to sell
the remaining acreage to the City of Brighton in
partnership with Adams County. This was a result
of the adoption of the new District Plan which
called for the preservation of designated farmland.
The Hattendorf Family is curious to see what the
future brings for Historic Splendid Valley as more
farmland is preserved and the vision for a vibrant
agricultural area is realized.
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